
WARM-UP

How Do You 
Stay True
to Yourself?Connecting to

SARA  has been invited to James’s party. 
She finds out later that James’s parents 
won’t be home during the get-
together. She wants to go, 
but she knows that her 
parents won’t approve. 
What should Sara do to 
stay true to herself?

Warm-Up Activity
With a partner, make a list of different ways Rashad and Sara 
can solve their problems. Decide on a solution that best helps 
Rashad and Sara stay true to themselves.

To be true to yourself, you have to be true to your own values and 
beliefs. They affect what you do. Sometimes it’s hard to figure out 
what you should do, but as you gain more experience, strong beliefs 
and values can help you make good choices. In this unit you’ll explore 
how to stay true to yourself and to your values.

Real Kids and the Big Question

RASHAD  was walking home from school when he found 
a wallet. He wants to return the wallet to the person who owns 
it, but his friends are trying to talk him into keeping the money. 
Rashad could use the money, but he doesn’t feel it’s right to 
keep it. What should Rashad do to be true to himself?
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You and the Big Question
Reading about how other people stayed true to themselves will 
help you work out your own answer to the Big Question.

Plan for the Unit Challenge
At the end of the unit, you’ll use notes from all your reading to 
complete the Unit Challenge.

You’ll choose one of the following activities:

A. Videotape a Soap Opera With a group you will role-play ways a teen
can be true to herself, her friends, and her parents.

B. Values Chart Make a chart for help in ranking your own values.
• As you read the selections, think about the problems faced by the characters

and people you read about. How did the problems challenge the people? How
did they manage to stay true to themselves?

• In your Learner’s Notebook, you’ll write down what the characters and people
did to stay true to themselves.

• You’ll also comment on whether the people solved their problem, learned to
live with it, or handled it in some other way.

Keep Track of Your Ideas

As you read, you’ll make notes about the Big Question. Later you’ll use 
these notes to complete the Unit Challenge. See pages R8–R9 for help 
with making Foldable 5. The diagram below shows how it should look.

1. Use this Foldable for all the selections in
this unit. On the front cover, write the unit
number and the Big Question.

2. Turn the page. Across the top, write the
selection title. To the left of the crease,

write My Purpose for Reading. To 
the right of the crease, write The Big 
Question.

3. Repeat step 2 until you have all the titles in
your Foldable. (See page 543 for the titles.)
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GENRE FOCUS: SHORT STORY
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Skills ModelSS
You will see how to use the 
key reading skills and literary 
elements as you read

• “Born Worker,” p. 547

A short story is a brief fictional, or made-up, narrative about people, 
places, and events. Unlike a novel, or book-length story, a short story 
 usually focuses on one incident and its effects on one or a few characters.

Why Read Short Stories?
Short stories are entertaining. Some stories make you laugh, and others 
stretch your imagination. Stories make you think about the challenges 
people face and ways that people stay true to themselves. When you read 
short stories, you’ll not only enjoy yourself but also discover things like these:
• how characters deal with problems similar to yours
• how characters find ways to stay true to themselves

How to Read Short Stories
Key Reading Skills
These reading skills are especially useful tools for reading and understanding 
short stories. You’ll see these skills modeled in the Active Reading Model on 
pages 547–557, and you’ll learn more about them later in this unit.
■ Analyzing Looking at the separate parts of a selection to discover how

they work together to express ideas. (See Reading Workshop 1.)
■ Questioning Asking yourself 5 Ws and an H questions about the plot,

characters, setting, and the point of view of a story to make sure you
understand it. (See Reading Workshop 2.)

■ Predicting Making educated guesses about the characters and events
in a story as you learn more about them. (See Reading Workshop 3.)

■ Making Inferences Using clues and “reading between the lines” to
 figure out ideas that an author has not directly stated. (See Reading
Workshop 4.)

Key Literary Elements
Recognizing and thinking about the following literary elements will help you 
understand more fully what the writer is telling you.
■ Characterization: methods authors use to show what characters are

like, such as describing what they think and do (See “Cream Puff.”)
■ Plot: the events in a story and the order in which they are arranged;

main plot parts include exposition, rising action, climax, and falling action.
(See “One Throw.”)

■ Theme: the lesson in life the characters learn through experience,
such as “honesty is the best policy” (See “The Medicine Bag.”)

■ Setting: the time and place in which the events in a story happen,
including the culture of that time and place (See “The Fire Pond.”)
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Objectives 
Reading Read a short story 
Literature Identify literary 
elements: character, plot, theme, 
setting




