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Practice Book Unit 5 Comprehension 93

Name Me and Uncle Romie

Author’s Purpose • Prior Knowledge
 • The author’s purpose is the reason the author has for writing.

 • An author usually writes to inform, to persuade, to entertain, or to express an opinion.

 • As you read, think about what you already know to help you understand why the author 
wrote something.

Directions Read the following passage and complete the web below.

Until 1954, the Empire State Building 
was the tallest building in the world. 

Work began in 1930. It took 410 days to 
build. The building has 102 floors. It is 
1,250 feet high. From the top of it, you can 
see 80 miles in all directions if the day is 
clear. When it storms, the building can get 

hit by lightning. This happens about 100 
times a year. But the building is made out 
of steel, so it serves as a lightning rod. 
A lightning rod makes the lightning go 
down into the ground. Nothing gets hurt 
that way.

Directions Fill in the author’s purpose for this passage in the center circle. Then write 
the facts from the passage in the other circles.

Home Activity Your child learned about the reasons an author has for writing. Look through the books you 
have in your home. Have your child tell you if the author wrote the book to provide information, persuade the 
reader, entertain the reader, or express an opinion.

It took 410 
days to build the 

Empire State 
Building.

1. 3.

2. 4.

5.

Author’s 
Purpose
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94 Vocabulary Practice Book Unit 5

Name Me and Uncle Romie

Vocabulary 
Directions Underline the word that completes each sentence. Write the word on the line.

Check the Words You Know

flights
pitcher

fierce
feast

stoops
ruined

treasure
cardboard

 1. Our team’s  struck everyone out. 
  pitcher  treasure

 2. My neighbors’  needed repairs to the broken stairs.
  fierce  stoops

 3. After my aunt discovered the chest in the attic, she found a . 
  feast  treasure

 4. My grandmother made us a special  for the holiday.
  flights  feast

 5. I walked up three  of stairs.
  treasure  flights

Directions Write the word from the box that completes each sentence.

 6. The lion looked very  when it growled. 

 7. We packed the books in a  box. 

 8. I ate so much at the  that I’m not hungry now. 

 9. The cake was  when she dropped it on the floor.

 10. The ring from my grandfather is something to keep as a .

Write a Thank-You Note
On a separate sheet of paper, write a thank-you note that James might write to Uncle 
Romie after his visit. Use as many vocabulary words as possible.

Home Activity Your child has identified and used the vocabulary words from Me and Uncle Romie. Read 
a story about a family together. Have a conversation with your child about your family, using some of the 
vocabulary words in this lesson.

pitcher

stoops

feast

treasure

flights

Students should use vocabulary in a thank-you note from James to 
his Uncle Romie.

fierce
cardboard

feast
ruined

treasure
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Practice Book Unit 5 Vocabulary 95

Name Me and Uncle Romie

Vocabulary • Context Clues
 • A homonym is a word with different meanings but only one spelling.

 • Sometimes you can use the words and sentences around a homonym to figure out 
its meaning.

Directions Read each sentence. Use context clues to figure out the meaning of the 
underlined word. Circle the meaning of the underlined word that fits the sentence.

 1. The girl stoops to pick up the book she dropped.

  bends down porches

 2. I was a bit late for the beginning of the movie. 

  took a bite little

 3. Did the server use a pitcher to fill our water glasses?

  baseball player container with a spout

 4. The apple I had for lunch tasted tart.

  sour fruit pie

 5. I had to take a rest after I ran five miles.

  what is left be inactive

 6. The boy climbed four flights to his apartment on the top floor.  

  groups of stairs in a building airplane trips

 7. The best man made a toast at the wedding.

  slices of heated bread wish for good fortune

 8. The pitcher threw a fast ball and struck out the batter.

  container with a spout baseball player

 9. We saw a school of minnows in the ocean.

  large group of fish a place for learning

 10. The rain cannot last all day! 

  end continue

Home Activity Your child has identified and used context clues to figure out the meaning of homonyms. 
Read a story together and encourage looking for words that are homonyms. Help your child use context 
clues to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words.
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96 Comprehension Practice Book Unit 5

Name Me and Uncle Romie

Fact and Opinion
 • A statement of fact tells something that can be proved true or false. You can prove it 

true or false by reading, observing, or asking an expert.

 • A statement of opinion tells ideas or feelings. It cannot be proved true or false.

Directions Read the following passage. Then answer the questions below.

Today was moving day. Dad changed 
jobs, and we had to move back to the 

city. I liked our house in the country, but 
I had missed the city with its wonderful 
smells and constant noise. In the city, 
people sit and visit on their stoops on a hot 
summer night. You can walk from place 

to place instead of always having to be 
in a car. I was thinking about how glad I 
was to be back when it started to rain. We 
quickly dragged the last of the boxes up 
the two flights of stairs to our apartment. 
The rain felt good. But it felt even better to 
be home.

 1. Summarize how the author felt about moving back to the city.

 2. Write two statements of fact the author makes about city life.

 3. Is sentence #3 a statement of fact or a statement of opinion? Why?

 4. Which words help you know a statement is an opinion?

Home Activity Your child learned about the difference between statements of fact and statements of 
opinion. Find a short newspaper article that your child might be interested in reading. Read each sentence 
and ask your child to tell you if it is a statement of fact or a statement of opinion. 

Possible response: The author missed the city and was very glad 
to be moving back.

Possible response: People sit on their stoops in the summer. You 
can walk from place to place.

It is an opinion. Not everyone thinks the city has wonderful 
smells or likes constant noise.

wonderful, always, felt, good, better
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Practice Book Unit 5 Comprehension 97

Name Me and Uncle Romie

Author’s Purpose • Prior Knowledge
 • The author’s purpose is the reason the author has for writing.

 • An author usually writes to inform, to persuade, to entertain, or to express an opinion.

 • As you read, think about what you already know to help you understand why the 
author wrote something.

Directions Read the following passage. Then answer the questions below.

Is there really such a thing as pepper 
jelly? There sure is! And the main 

ingredient is, of course, peppers. Green 
peppers, red peppers, and jalapeño peppers 
are mixed with vinegar, sugar, and cayenne 
pepper. Cayenne pepper is red and a little 
spicy. You also add pectin to your pepper 

jelly mixture. After this is cooked the jelly 
will gel. Add a little green food coloring to 
make it really green. When the jelly is set, 
it’s ready to eat. Spread cream cheese on a 
cracker and top it with the jelly. Your taste 
buds will thank you! 

 1. What might be the primary purpose for writing this piece?

 2. What might be the secondary purpose for writing this piece?

 3. Do you think the author likes pepper jelly or not? What makes you think that?

 4. What did you already know about this topic that helps your understanding?

Home Activity Your child learned about the reasons an author has for writing. Look through the newspaper 
with your child for articles that are written to entertain, inform, persuade, or express an opinion. Cut them 
out and label them. Discuss with your child why the authors of the articles might have written them the way 
they did.
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98 Comprehension Practice Book Unit 5

Name Me and Uncle Romie

Author’s Purpose
 • The author’s purpose is the reason the author has for writing.
 • An author usually writes to inform, to persuade, to entertain, or to express an opinion.
 • As you read, think about what you already know to help you understand why the 

author wrote something.

Directions Read the following passage and use the information to complete the web below.

Jamie is a writer. She hasn’t written 
anything for a while, though. She said 

she has writer’s block. I didn’t know what 
that was. At first I thought it was some 
kind of horrible disease. But she told me 
it’s when a writer can’t think of anything 
to write about. So every day we went 
for a walk. I guess she hoped she’d see 

something or hear something that would 
inspire her—something that she could write 
about. Today we saw a little girl sitting on a 
stoop, holding a kitten. Jamie watched her 
for a while. When we got home, she locked 
herself in her office. When she came out, 
she handed me something to read. I liked it. 
I think Jamie’s cured!

Directions Circle what you think the author’s purpose is for this passage. Then circle 
the correct detail in each box.

Home Activity Your child learned about the reasons an author has for writing. Go through today’s mail with 
your child and have him or her tell you the purpose for each piece of writing. For example, you might hold up an 
advertisement for something for your home. The writer’s purpose is to get you to buy something. Or you might 
have a notice from the library about an overdue book. The writer’s purpose is to inform you about something.

 1.  Jamie is a 
writer.

 I like Jamie.

2. It was a nice day 
for a walk. 

Jamie has writer’s 
block.

4. Kittens are 
really cute. 

Jamie watched a little 
girl holding a kitten.

3. We went for a 
walk every day. 

Jamie lived in an 
apartment.

5. Jamie stayed 
in her office. 

I wish I had an office.

6. Jamie doesn’t 
have writer’s block 

anymore. 
The little girl really 

liked the kitten.

Author’s Purpose

to entertain
to persuade
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Name Me and Uncle Romie

Suffixes -y, -ish, -hood, -ment
Directions Combine the base word and suffix. Write the new word on the line.

 1. pay + -ment = 

 2. cloud + -y = 

 3. self + -ish = 

 4. boy + -hood  = 

 5. storm + -y = 

 6. excite + -ment = 

 7. false + -hood = 

 8. baby + -ish = 

Directions Add -y, -ish, -hood, or -ment to the base word in ( ) to best complete each 
sentence. Use the word box for help. Write the new word on the line.

childhood   entertainment   foolish   frosty   
movement   neighborhood   snowy

9. During my (child) we moved often.

10. We moved to a (neighbor) with a woods and a pond nearby.

11. Playing outdoors provided plenty of (entertain).

12. One (snow) day, my brother and I decided to go skating. 

13. We were scared by (move) along the edge of the pond.

14. How (fool) we felt when we saw it was Ben, our new 
neighbor.

15. We thought it was a (frost) snowman come to life. 

Home Activity Your child added the suffixes  -y, -ish, -hood, and -ment to base words to form new words. 
Work together to form other words with these suffixes, such as thirsty, childish, and shipment. Have your 
child write sentences using the new words.

Practice Book Unit 5 Phonics Suffixes -y, -ish, -hood, -ment 99
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Name

Understand the Question
To answer a question about a text, first read and understand the question. Look for key 
words in the question. Try to find the words in the text that relate to the key words in the 
question.

Directions Read the selection. Then read the questions and look for key words. Then 
reread the selection and write the answers.

City Life

Visiting a city for the first time can be a 
shock. Cities are busy. There are lots 

of people who seem to be always moving. 
People get around a city by foot, bike, car, 
bus, and sometimes by train. You might 
wonder what all these people are doing. 
They are working, shopping, and dining in 
restaurants. There is always something to do.  

Cities have much to offer for your free 
time too. There are museums and movie 
theaters. You can see different kinds of live 
shows—listen to a band, watch a ballet, 
or see a play. Do you like being outdoors? 
If so, visit a city park or find a bike trail. 
Or you can just walk around and enjoy the 
city sights!

 1. What are two types of transportation in the city?

 2. Which word in the first paragraph describes a city?

 3. What could an art lover do in the city?

 4. What are three forms of entertainment the city offers?

 5. What is there to do outdoors in a city?

Me and Uncle Romie

100 Research and Study Skills Practice Book Unit 5

Home Activity Your child learned to find key words in questions about a text and then find the answers by 
reading. To practice this concept, find some questions in your child’s social studies or science textbooks. 
Ask him or her to identify key words in several questions. 

14520_PB_100   10014520_PB_100   100 3/31/05   12:14:01 AM3/31/05   12:14:01 AM




