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22.4 Fragments (Recognizing Fragments) • Practice 1

Fragments A fragment is a group of words that does not express a complete thought. Part of a sentence
should not be presented as a full sentence ending with a period or other end mark.

Fragments Sentences

Because we missed the train We were late because we missed the train.
After the rainfall After the rainfall, the river rose.
Without looking back Sue got on the train without looking back.
The boy wearing the green shirt The boy wearing the green shirt is Tim.
Hope to return to New York someday They hope to return to New York someday.

Exercise 1 Identifying Sentence Fragments. Write whether each group of words is a sentence

or a fragment.

EXAMPLE: Riding on the Orient Express. fragment

1. To see the new museum was a real thrill.

2. Which Cindy got for her birthday.

3. Who won?

4. The player with the lowest score.

5. Enjoys working out at the gym.

6. Stop.

7. The smell of buttery popcorn.

8. The most amazing thing about Andrew.

9. Playing musical chairs.

10. My bike is missing.

11. What time is it?

12. After searching high and low.

13. The combination of diet, rest, and exercise.

14. Surrounded by a line of poplars.

15. The movie is hilarious.

16. Bagels used to be found only in the East.

17. Whoever you want.

18. After the circus had come to our town.

19. Beyond the ridge lay another valley.

20. Known for good service, the restaurant prospered.

Exercise 2 Identifying Fragments in a Paragraph. Underline each sentence fragment in the
paragraph below.

EXAMPLE: We gathered all our equipment. Before setting out on our camping trip.

(1) We each had a sleeping bag and backpack. (2) Which we would carry ourselves. (3) Dad would

drag the tent behind him on poles. (4) As some Indians had dragged their tepees. (5) The day before the

expedition. (6) We had done our food shopping. (7) Our main purchases had been lightweight, dried foods.

(8) Including rice, nuts and dried fruit, and beans. (9) After one last check of our list. (10) We were ready to

start out on our adventure.
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Exercise 1 Identifying Sentence Fragments. Identify each item as a fragment or sentence.

EXAMPLE: Leaving early in the morning. fragment

1. A bouquet of freshly cut flowers.

2. Will arrive between one and two o’clock.

3. In the jar on top of the refrigerator.

4. Swimming, skiing, or boating on the lake.

5. That hurts.

6. Wanting to write to you.

7. To know her is to admire her.

8. Broke all speed records in the last race.

9. After you sit down, I will begin.

10. A doctor of great skill and devotion to her patients.

11. While we were swimming.

12. Please be seated.

13. Seeing my friend at the concert.

14. If the train is not late.

15. John was angry with us.

16. Because the rain has stopped.

17. Someone left a mess behind.

18. Everyone had voted.

19. Which hangs on the wall.

20. Until the next time we meet.

Exercise 2 Identifying Fragments in a Paragraph. Underline each sentence fragment in the
paragraph below.

EXAMPLE: (1) The football game would begin in less than five minutes. (2) Weren’t in our seats yet.

(1) Basketball is the only major sport that originated in the United States. (2) Invented by a Canadian,

James Naismith, who was teaching at the Y.M.C.A. in Springfield, Massachusetts, at the time. (3) The

students there were studying to become secretaries and physical education instructors. (4) Bored with the

marching, calisthenics, and gymnastics that made up their gym classes. (5) The head of the department

had a talk with Naismith. (6) In the fall of 1891. (7) Asking the Canadian teacher to develop a game that

could be played in a gym. (8) Had no physical contact. (9) Lightweight ball. (10) to make it safe for the

students and also for the school’s gym. (11) Each player was to have an equal chance to handle the ball.

(12) And to make plays. (13) By December, Naismith had developed what he called “the game.”

(14) Intended to nail up some boxes to serve as targets. (15) No boxes being available, they nailed up some

half-bushel peach baskets instead. (16) The game was soon called basket ball. (17) By 1902 the word was

often hyphenated. (18) Becoming basket-ball. (19) It wasn’t until about 1912 that the name of the game was

written as one word. (20) It’s interesting to note that if the school had had some boxes, we might be playing

boxball today.
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Correcting Fragments A phrase should not be capitalized and punctuated as if it were a sentence.

Phrase Fragments Completed Sentences

a person with great integrity A person with great integrity is needed.
followed us home A stray dog followed us home.
throughout the house We searched throughout the house.
fed by the spring The river fed by the spring is cold.

A subordinate clause should not be capitalized and punctuated as if it were a sentence.

Clause Fragments Completed Sentences

whom I greatly respect Lee is someone whom I greatly respect.
just as we began our picnic The rain started just as we began our picnic.
what I asked What I asked was impossible to do.

Words in a series should not be capitalized and punctuated as if they were a sentence.

Series Fragment Completed Sentence

blueberry pie, strawberry shortcake, and The dessert choices include blueberry pie,
cherry cheesecake strawberry shortcake, and cherry

cheesecake.

Exercise 1 Identifying Kinds of Sentence Fragments. After each item below, write phrase,

clause, series, or sentence to describe the word group.

EXAMPLE: Wherever you want them. clause

1. To make friends in a new place.

2. A wide meadow, a babbling brook, and bright sunshine.

3. Please wait for me.

4. That you invited to the party.

5. You succeeded.

6. Without a second thought.

7. Whenever you are ready.

8. Offered by the dog’s owner.

9. Take your mark.

10. The action during the first scene.

Exercise 2 Correcting Fragments. Turn five of the fragments in Exercise A into sentences.

EXAMPLE: I will put these boxes wherever you want them.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Exercise 1 Using Phrase Fragments to Write Sentences. Use each fragment in a complete
sentence.

EXAMPLE: Among the clouds.

Our hot-air balloon rose higher and higher until it floated among the clouds.

1. on the front page

2. to sing folk songs professionally

3. many beautiful birds

4. drinking from a green glass

5. a dark, menacing cloud

Exercise 2 Using Clause Fragments to Write Sentences. Use each fragment in a complete
sentence.

1. when I awoke this morning

2. that my class likes best

3. unless you practice each day

4. if it is cold tomorrow

5. who waited in line

Exercise 3 Using Series Fragments to Write Sentences. Use each of the following fragments
in a complete sentence.

1. calico kittens, green parakeets, and dachshund puppies

2. ran, skipped, and jumped

3. in the drawer, on the top shelf of the closet, or under the sink

4. deep orange, yellow, or red

5. slowly, methodically, and quite gracefully
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Recognizing Run-ons A run-on sentence is two or more complete sentences that are not properly
joined or separated; that is, they are not separated by an end mark, or they are separated only by a
comma.

RUN-ONS

The coals are ready now we can begin cooking.
The lettuce is thriving, the broccoli is straggly.

Exercise 1 Identifying Run-ons. Identify each item as a run-on or a sentence in each space to
the right.

EXAMPLE: David has a new camera, but he forgot to bring it. sentence

1. Emily Dickinson wrote most of her poems without leaving her room.

2. The children played in the back yard, the swings and sandbox amused

them.

3. We got three easy outs our team was up.

4. Louise did a wonderful job, we knew she would.

5. Amanda stepped through the gate and into a beautiful garden.

6. The TV series was excellent, but it never found its audience.

7. Billy wanted to be an actor, jobs were hard to get.

8. Languages are not easy for me I do better in math.

9. Several new families live on our block, we have been here longer.

10. Lisa left early, but no one knew why.

11. Although we all were hungry, we waited patiently.

12. The architects have worked hard the lowest bid will get the job.

13. The cove is quite pretty, it is rocky at low tide.

14. The audience applauded when the curtain fell.

15. The boat docked, all the passengers got off.

16. The family reunion was a much greater success than we had expected.

17. No one liked our new neighbors, they made incredible noises.

18. Jack listens to the radio all the time except when Laura turns it off.

19. Kurt didn’t know what he wanted to do; however, Carla had plans.

20. She loved science, nevertheless she failed the test.

Exercise 2 Identifying Run-ons in a Paragraph. Underline each run-on in the paragraph
below.

EXAMPLE: Our new house is finally finished, we moved in last week. There is still much to be done.

(1) Some rooms still need painting not all the light fixtures are in. (2) However, even more work needs

to be done outside. (3) In clearing the lot, the builders razed all the trees. (4) We have ordered new trees

and shrubs, they will be delivered this weekend. (5) After the nursery has planted them, we can begin

thinking about flowers. (6) Rick and I have picked out a perfect spot for a vegetable garden, Dad has other

ideas. (7) Mom plans a flower bed in front there is a perfect sunny spot for it. (8) We have already put in

grass seed, it needs to be watered every day. (9) Soon we will have a beautiful yard. (10) It is hard work

every bit is worth it.

 Prentice-Hall, Inc. Run-ons (Recognizing Run-ons) • 105



Name Date

22.4 Run-ons (Recognizing Run-ons) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Identifying Run-ons. Identify each item as a run-on or a sentence.

EXAMPLE: Although he disliked her, he was polite. sentence

1. Queen Mary slowly entered the huge hall in silence the crowd gathered there gazed at the woman who

was about to be executed.

2. Forced onto the sidelines by his torn ligament, Jack was restless and unhappy.

3. Keats came into the house from the garden and casually threw down some paper, on it was written

“Ode on a Grecian Urn.”

4. Lord Rosse built a telescope in Ireland in 1845, it was often inactive because of poor Irish

weather.

5. Though billions of comets circle beyond the edges of our solar system, few come close to the

earth.

6. Wind and water are major causes of erosion of the soil, they constantly change the appearance of the

Earth’s surface.

7. Shrimp eggs can survive for over one year in the desert sands, rainwater brings them to

life.

8. March is the month when huge blocks of ice in the Arctic begin to melt and break

up.

9. In drawings by young children, sizes and shapes of objects often look wrong.

10. Deserts turn cold at night, there is nothing to stop the heat from escaping into the

atmosphere.

11. My grandmother loved Gone with the Wind she read it years ago.

12. Lightning turns nitrogen in the air into an oxide, it then falls with the rain and fertilizes the

soil.

13. The famous Irish writer James Joyce left his native land in 1902 at various times he lived in the cities

of Paris, Trieste, and Zurich.

14. For the last fifty years of his life, the poet Robinson Jeffers lived in a tower on the California

coast.

15. When the bases are loaded and two players are already out, baseball is at its most

exciting.

16. National parks in this country were established to protect wildlife, preserve natural resources, and

provide recreational areas.

17. Crater Lake in the state of Oregon is a unique tourist attraction, it fills a crater on top of an inactive

volcano.

18. The typical sonnet has fourteen lines, ten syllables make up each line.

19. The sun’s rays striking raindrops can produce a rainbow you can see it if the sun is behind you and

the rain is ahead of you.

20. Roosters begin to crow at dawn, they seem to bring the farm to life.
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Correcting Run-ons Use one of the following methods to correct run-ons.

END MARK

What do you think will we win? What do you think? Will we win?

COMMA AND COORDINATING CONJUNCTION

Kelly came with us, Sue stayed home. Kelly came with us, but Sue stayed home.

SEMICOLON

The food was delicious the service was excellent. The food was delicious; the service was excellent.

ONE SIMPLE SENTENCE

The jet was a 747 it landed gracefully. The jet, a 747, landed gracefully.

ONE COMPLEX SENTENCE

We lost the game we had played our best. Although we lost the game, we had played our best.

Exercise 1 Preparing to Correct Run-ons. If a word group below is a run-on sentence, insert a
caret (^) between the two sentences or independent clauses. If a sentence is correct, write C after it.

EXAMPLE: The trick amazed the group ^ they had never seen anything like it.

1. Senator Hill was the graduation speaker he talked about responsibility.

2. The base of the Statue of Liberty is granite which came from Stony Creek, Connecticut.

3. Several council members opposed the tax, they voted against it.

4. Many cactuses are odd-looking plants they have beautiful blossoms.

5. The owner offered a handsome reward no trace of the show dog was found.

6. The troops had no defense they were completely surrounded.

7. Without saying a word, the messenger handed me an envelope.

8. Lighthouse keepers have a lonely life they do important work.

9. We rounded the bend, the castle came into view.

10. Judy recognized the bike at once it was the one she had sold last week.

Exercise 2 Correcting Run-ons. Rewrite five run-ons from Exercise 1. Use each method of
rewriting noted in the chart.

EXAMPLE: The trick amazed the crowd, who had never seen anything like it.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Exercise 1 Using Punctuation and Conjunctions to Correct Run-ons. Use an end mark, a
comma and a coordinating conjunction, or a semicolon to correct each run-on. Use each method at
least once.

EXAMPLE: The cash was hidden in a rusty tin can nobody thought to look inside it.

The cash was hidden in a rusty tin can, but nobody thought to look inside it.

1. I could hardly wait to jump in the water looked so inviting.

2. They seemed to expect me to babysit again, I wouldn’t do it for any price.

3. A stray dog wandered onto the field, the outfielder tried to catch it.

4. We spent hours searching for the car keys we never found them.

5. Would you care for French dressing on your salad, would you prefer it unseasoned?

Exercise 2 Forming Simple and Complex Sentences to Correct Run-ons. Form a simple or
complex sentence to correct each run-on. Use each method at least two times.

EXAMPLE: The sun set, the forest was quiet.

When the sun set, the forest was quiet.

1. Mr. Adams was a candidate for mayor, he spoke to many community organizations.

2. The iguana raced across the yard it was a family pet.

3. The snow was piled around the parked cars, it made it impossible for us to leave.

4. The child was delighted with the gift, he began to play with it right away.

5. I couldn’t handle the luggage alone I had three suitcases and a small trunk.

Writing Application Correcting Run-ons. Rewrite the following paragraphs, correcting all
run-ons.

(1) After flying through a dense, seemingly endless cloud bank, the shuttle plane with its pilot,
co-pilot, and three nervous passengers was lost. (2) The pilot could not recognize any landmarks, the
co-pilot could not recognize any either. (3) One of the passengers, a young girl, entered the pilot’s cabin and
asked if she could help. (4) Although worried, the pilot smiled, he was very good-natured.

(5) The girl explained that she recognized the terrain her father had taken her camping in these hills
just last summer. (6) “If you turn slightly and fly over that far ridge,” explained the girl, “you will see a
highway. (7) Follow it west it will lead toward Pescadora.”

(8) The pilot and co-pilot thanked the girl and complimented her on her keen sense of direction.
(9) Their praises pleased the girl, they also gave her an idea. (10) As soon as she finished school, she would
take flying lessons.
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Recognizing Misplaced Modifiers A modifier should be placed as close as possible to the word it
modifies. A misplaced modifier appears to modify the wrong word in a sentence.

MISPLACED MODIFIERS

Joan went to meet the President wearing her new white suit.

We found an old olive grove hiking up the mountain.

Correcting Misplaced Modifiers Correct a misplaced modifier by moving the phrase or clause closer
to the word it should logically modify.

Misplaced Modifiers Corrected Sentences

Joan went to meet the president wearing her Wearing her new white suit, Joan went
new white suit. to meet the President.

We found an old olive grove hiking up the Hiking up the mountain, we found an
mountain. old olive grove.

Exercise 1 Recognizing Misplaced Modifiers. Underline each misplaced modifier. If a
sentence is correct as written, leave it unmarked.

EXAMPLE: Uncle Al shot the tiger that sprang at him with his rifle.

1. The sale at Bowen’s features shirts for men with minor flaws.

2. Aground on some rocks, the freighter was slowly breaking apart.

3. My sister dropped in while I was scrubbing the floor with her new baby.

4. Clare opened the package brought by the letter carrier with a cry of delight.

5. Charlie squandered all the money on new records that his uncle left him.

6. Dad had been looking for a mechanic who can repair our car without success.

7. Paul had a tomato that he had grown himself in his lunchbox.

8. Trying to stretch a single into a double, the runner was thrown out easily.

9. Ms. Dove threatened to keep the class after school many times that day.

10. In 1700, the first practical umbrella was invented by an anonymous Englishman with whalebone ribs.

Exercise 2 Correcting Misplaced Modifiers. Rewrite five incorrect sentences from Exercise 1,
correcting the misplaced modifier. Then underline the corrected modifier and draw an arrow from it to
the word it modifies.

EXAMPLE: With his rifle, Uncle Al shot the tiger that sprang at him.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Exercise 1 Recognizing Misplaced Modifiers. Underline each misplaced modifier. If a
sentence is correct, write correct.

EXAMPLE: The baby crawled on the floor with blue overalls.

1. The messenger spoke to the receptionist who delivered the package.

2. The golfer won the trophy wearing green golf shoes.

3. Our desire grew smaller to win the prize.

4. Reading the menu, Hugh decided to have steak again.

5. Finishing the dishes, we were ready to relax.

6. The kitten drank the milk that was hungry.

7. I hurried to open the gift happily surprised.

8. Sailing into port, my grandfather stood at the wheel of his beautiful new boat.

9. Soaring gracefully over the treetops, I watched the hawk disappear from view.

10. Badly frightened, the puppy cowered under the porch.

Exercise 2 Correcting Misplaced Modifiers. Rewrite each of the following sentences,
correcting each misplaced modifier. Then underline the correct modifier and draw an arrow from it to
the word it modifies.

EXAMPLE: The child ran into the house crying loudly. Crying loudly, the child ran into the house.

1. A sundae was served to each guest, dripping with chocolate sauce.

2. Wilkins realized the mistake he had made after a few minutes.

3. The dean spoke to the boys about loitering in the principal’s office.

4. We gave the scraps of meat to the dog that had been left on our plates.

5. Michelle bought an umbrella after shopping carefully with red and yellow stripes.

6. The ballad singer heard most of the songs he later sang wandering through the hill country.

7. The hunter crouched behind a tree waiting for a bear to come along with a bow and arrow.

8. The bloodhound picked up the fugitive’s scent sniffing in the bushes.

9. We saw many beautiful homes driving through the South.

10. Wilma put the trophies into a glass cabinet that she had won in golf tournaments.
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