
WORDS ABOUT TIME

AD refers to dates after the birth of 
Jesus 

BC refers to dates before Jesus’s birth

BCE refers to dates before Jesus’s birth, 
stands for “before the common era”

CE refers to dates after Jesus’s birth, 
stands for “common era”

century a period of 100 years

decade a period of 10 years

era a period of time

millennium a period of 1,000 years

WORDS ABOUT THE WORLD 

climate the weather conditions in a certain 
area over a long period of time

geography the study of the world’s people, 
places, and landscapes

physical 
features

features on Earth’s surface, such 
as mountains and rivers

region an area with one or more 
features that make it different 
from surrounding areas

resources materials found on Earth that 
people need and value

WORDS ABOUT PEOPLE

anthropology the study of people and cultures

archaeology the study of the past based on what 
people left behind

citizen a person who lives under the control 
of a government

civilization the way of life of people in a 
particular place or time

culture the knowledge, beliefs, customs, 
and values of a group of people

custom a repeated practice or tradition

economics the study of the production and use 
of goods and services

economy any system in which people make 
and exchange goods and services

government the body of officials and groups that 
run an area

history the study of the past

politics the process of running a 
government

religion a system of beliefs in one or more 
gods or spirits

society a group of people who share 
common traditions

trade the exchange of goods or services
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As you read this textbook, you will be more successful if you 
learn the meanings of the words on this page. You will come 
across these words many times in your social studies classes, 
like geography and history. Read through these words now to 
become familiar with them before you begin your studies.
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What are academic words? They are important words used 
in all of your classes, not just social studies. You will see these 
words in other textbooks, so you should learn what they 
mean while reading this book. Review this list now. You will 
use these words again in the chapters of this book.

Academic Words

Academic Words
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abstract expressing a quality or idea without 
reference to an actual thing

affect to change or influence

agreement a decision reached by two or more 
people or groups

aspects parts

cause to make something happen

circumstances conditions that influence an event 
or activity

concrete specific, real

consequences the effects of a particular event or 
events

contemporary modern

criteria rules for defining

development the process of growing or improving

distinct clearly different and separate

distribute to divide among a group of people

effect the results of an action or decision

efficient productive and not wasteful

element part

establish to set up or create

execute to perform, carry out

factor cause

features characteristics

function use or purpose

impact effect, result

implement to put in place

implications consequences

incentive something that leads people to 
follow a certain course of action

influence change, or have an effect on

innovation a new idea or way of doing 
something

method a way of doing something

motive a reason for doing something

neutral unbiased, not favoring either side 
in a conflict

policy rule, course of action

primary main, most important

procedure a series of steps taken to accom-
plish a task

process a series of steps by which a task is 
accomplished

purpose the reason something is done

reaction a response to something

role a part or function

structure the way something is set up or 
organized

traditional customary, time-honored

values ideas that people hold dear and try 
to live by

vary to be different
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