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Tip #1 

Read Everything on the Page!
You can’t follow the directions on the cake-mix box if you don’t 
know where the directions are! Cake-mix boxes always have direc-
tions on them telling you how many eggs to add or how long to 
bake the cake. But, if you can’t find that information, it doesn’t mat-
ter that it is there.

Likewise, this book is filled with information that will help you 
understand what you are reading. If you don’t study that informa-
tion, however, it might as well not be there. Let’s take a look at some 
of the places where you’ll find important information in this book.

The Chapter Opener 
The chapter opener gives you a brief over-
view of what you will learn in the chapter. 
You can use this information to prepare to 
read the chapter.

The Section Openers
Before you begin to read each section, pre-
view the information under What You Will 
Learn. There you’ll find the main ideas of the 
section and key terms that are important in 
it. Knowing what you are looking for before 
you start reading can improve your under-
standing.

Boldfaced Words  
Those words are important and are defined 
somewhere on the page where they appear—
either right there in the sentence or over in 
the side margin.

Become an Active Reader
Did you ever think you would begin reading your social studies book by 

reading about reading? Actually, it makes better sense than you might 

think. You would probably make sure you knew some soccer skills 

and strategies before playing in a game. Similarly, you need to know 

something about reading skills and strategies before reading your social 

studies book. In other words, you need to make sure you know what-

ever you need to know in order to read this book successfully.

Maps, Charts, and Artwork 
These things are not there just to take up 
space or look good! Study them and read the 
information beside them. It will help you 
understand the information in the chapter.

Questions at the End of Sections
At the end of each section, you will find 
questions that will help you decide whether 
you need to go back and re-read any parts 
before moving on. If you can’t answer a 
question, that is your cue to go back and 
re-read.

Questions at the End of the Chapter
Answer the questions at the end of each 
chapter, even if your teacher doesn’t ask you 
to. These questions are there to help you 
figure out what you need to review.
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CHAPTER 1
A Geographer’s 
World

2   CHAPTER 1

Studying the World Exploring the 
world takes people to exciting and 
interesting places. 

What You Will Learn...
In this chapter you will learn about the field of ge-
ography, the study of the world’s people and places. 

You will also learn why people study geography and how they 
organize their studies.

SECTION 1: Studying Geography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

The Big Idea The study of geography and the use of geographic tools 
helps us view the world in new ways.

SECTION 2: Geography Themes and 
Essential Elements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

The Big Idea Geographers have created two different but related systems 
for organizing geographic studies.

SECTION 3: The Branches of Geography . . . . . . . . . . . .16

The Big Idea Geography is divided into two main branches—physical and 
human geography.

FOCUS ON READING AND WRITING

Using Prior Knowledge Prior knowledge is what you already know 
about a subject. Before you read a chapter, review the chapter and 
section titles. Then make a list of what you already know. Later, you can 
compare your prior knowledge with what you learned from the chapter. 
See the lesson, Using Prior Knowledge, on page R2.

Writing a Job Description Geographers are people who study geog-
raphy, but what is it exactly that they do? As you read this chapter, you 
will learn about the work that geographers do. Then you will write a job 
description that could be included in a career-planning guide.

Essential Question How does geography help us 
understand our world?
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Studying the World Exploring the 
world takes people to exciting and 
interesting places. 
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Chapter 1 A Geographer’s World

Using Prior Knowledge

When you put together a puzzle, you search 
for pieces that are missing to complete the 
picture. As you read, you do the same thing 
when you use prior knowledge. You take 
what you already know about a subject and 
then add the information you are reading 
to create a full picture. The example below 
shows how using prior knowledge about 
computer mapping helped one reader fi ll in 
the pieces about how geographers use com-
puter mapping.

In the past, maps were always drawn 
by hand. Many were not very accurate. 
Today, though, most maps are made using 
computers and satellite images. Through 
advances in mapmaking, we can make 
accurate maps on almost any scale, from 
the whole world to a single neighborhood, 
and keep them up to date.

From Section 3, The Branches of Geography

YOU TRY IT!
Draw a chart like the one above. Think about what you know about 
satellite images and list this prior knowledge in the left column of 
your chart. Then read the passage below. Once you have read it, 
add what you learned about satellite images to the right column.

Much of the information gathered by these satel-
lites is in the form of images. Geographers can 
study these images to see what an area looks like 
from above Earth. Satellites also collect informa-
tion that we cannot see from the planet’s surface. 
The information gathered by satellites helps geog-
raphers make accurate maps.

From Section 1, Studying Geography

Computer Mapping

What I know before reading What else I learned

•  My dad uses the computer 
to get a map for trips.

•  I can fi nd maps on the Inter-
net of states and countries.

•  Maps have not always been 
very accurate.

•  Computers help make new 
kinds of maps that are more 
than just cities and roads.

•  These computer maps are 
an important part of geog-
raphy.

FOCUS ON READING 
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SECTION 3 (continued)

  b. Make Inferences Why might developing 
countries have only primary and secondary 
economic activities?

  c. Evaluate Do you think government is impor-
tant in our everyday lives? Why or why not?

SECTION 4 (Pages 97–100)

 9. a. Describe How have connections among the 
world’s countries improved?

  b. Analyze What impact has globalization had 
on world trade and culture?

  c. Evaluate What do you think has been the 
most important result of globalization? Why?

Social Studies Skills
 10. Organizing Information Practice organizing 

information by creating a graphic organizer for 
Section 3. Use the main ideas on the first page 
of the section for your large circles. Then write 
the subtopics under each main idea. Finally, 
identify supporting details for each subtopic.

Using the Internet
 11. Activity: Writing a Report Population changes 

have a huge impact on the world around us. 
Countries around the world must deal with 
shrinking populations, growing populations, 
and other population issues. Through your 
online textbook, explore the issues surrounding 
global population. Then imagine you have been 
asked to report on global population trends to 
the United Nations. Write a report in which 
you identify world population trends and their 
impact on the world today.

Map Activity
Population Density Use the map to the right to answer 
the questions that follow.

 12. What letter on the map indicates the least 
crowded area?

 13. What letter on the map indicates the most 
densely crowded area?

 14. Which letter indicates a region with 260–520 
people per square mile (100–200 people per 
square km)? 

102   CHAPTER 4

Understanding Main Ideas Read the paragraph in 
question 15 below. Then, write out the main idea of 
the paragraph.

 15. The ancient Greeks were the first to practice 
democracy. Since then many countries have 
adopted democratic government. The United 
Kingdom, South Korea, and Ghana all practice 
democracy. Democracy is the most widely used 
government in the world today.

 16. Creating a Poster Review your notes about the 
world’s cultures, populations, governments, 
and economies. Then, select a topic for your 
poster. On large sheet of paper, write a title that 
identifies your topic. Illustrate your poster with 
images that support your topic. Write a short 
caption explaining each image.

FOCUS ON READING AND WRITING
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small, it means that Mali’s population is 
expected to double in only 21 years! High 
population growth rates can pose some 
challenges, as governments try to provide 
enough jobs, education, and medical care 
for their rapidly growing populations.

Migration
A common cause of population change 
is migration. Migration is the process of 
moving from one place to live in another. 
As one country loses citizens as a result of 
migration, its population can decline. At 
the same time, another country may gain 
population as people settle there.

People migrate for many reasons. Some 
factors push people to leave their country, 
while other factors pull, or attract, people 
to new countries. Warfare, a lack of jobs, 
or a lack of good farmland are common 
push factors. For example, during the Irish 
potato famine of the mid-1800s, poverty 
and disease forced some 1.5 million people 

to leave Ireland. Opportunities for a better
life often pull people to new countries. 
For example, in the 1800s and early 1900s 
thousands of British citizens migrated to 
Australia in search of cheap land.

World Population Trends
In the last 200 years Earth’s population has 
exploded. For thousands of years world 
population growth was low and relatively 
steady. About 2,000 years ago, the world 
had some 300 million people. By 1800 
there were almost 1 billion people. Since 
1800, better health care and improved food 
production have supported tremendous 
population growth. In 1999 the world’s 
population passed 6 billion people. 

Population trends are an important 
part of the study of the world’s people. 
Two important population trends are clear 
today. The first trend indicates that the 
population growth in some of the more 
industrialized nations has begun to slow. 

THE WORLD’S PEOPLE   89

The failure of Ireland’s most important food 
crop, the potato, caused widespead starvation.  
Disease and high food prices forced many Irish 
to flee to America in search of a better life.

ANALYZING GRAPHS In what year did Irish 
migration to the United States peak? 

Irish Migration

FOCUS ON 
READING
What is the main 
idea of this 
paragraph? What 
facts are used to 
support that idea?
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Tip #2 

Use the Reading Skills and Strategies 
in Your Textbook
Good readers use a number of skills and strategies to make sure they 
understand what they are reading. In this textbook you will find 
help with important reading skills and strategies such as “Using 
Prior Knowledge,” and “Understanding Main Ideas.” 

We teach the reading skills and strategies in several ways. Use 
these activities and lessons and you will become a better reader.

• First, on the opening page 
of every chapter we identify 
and explain the reading skill 
or strategy you will focus 
on as you work through the 
chapter. In fact, these activi-
ties are called “Focus on 
Reading.”

• Second, as you can see in the 
example at right, we tell you 
where to go for more help. 
The back of the book has a 
reading handbook with a 
full-page practice lesson to 
match the reading skill or 
strategy in every chapter.

• Third, we give you short practice 
activities and examples as you read 
the chapter. These activities and 
examples show up in the margin 
of your book. Again, look for the 
words, “Focus on Reading.”

• Finally, we provide another 
practice activity in the Chapter 
Review at the end of every chap-
ter. That activity gives you one 
more chance to make sure you 
know how to use the reading skill 
or strategy.
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 1. The five themes of  geography 
help us organize our studies of 
the world.

 2. The six essential elements of 
geography highlight some of 
the subject’s most important 
ideas.

Geography Themes 
and Essential 
Elements

SECTIONSECTION2

Key Terms
absolute location, p. 12
relative location, p. 12
environment, p. 12

What You Will Learn…

Geographers have created two 
different but related systems for 
organizing geographic studies.

The Big Idea

Your older sister has offered to drive you to a friend’s house across 

town, but she doesn’t know how to get there. You know your 

friend’s street address and what the apartment building looks like. 

You know it’s near the public library. You also would recognize 

some landmarks in the neighborhood, such as the video store and 

the supermarket.

What might help your sister fi nd the house?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Like drivers, geographers have to know 
where places are in order to study them. An area’s location is only 
one of the aspects that geographers study, though. In fact, it is only 
one of the five themes that geographers use to describe a place.

The Five Themes of Geography
Have you ever gone to a Fourth of July party with a patriotic 
theme? If so, you probably noticed that almost everything at 
the party was related to that theme. For example, you may have 
seen American fl ags and decorations based on the fl ag’s stars and 
stripes. You may have seen clothes that were red, white, and blue 
or heard patriotic music being played. Chances are that almost 
everything at the party refl ected the theme of patriotism.

Like party planners, geographers use themes in their work. 
Geographers do not study parties, of course, but they do note 
common themes in their studies. Just as a party’s theme is 
refl ected in nearly every aspect of the party, these geography 
themes can be applied to nearly everything that geographers 
study. The fi ve major themes of geography are Location, Place, 
Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and Regions.

If YOU lived there...

10   CHAPTER 1

Main Ideas

Use the graphic organizer online 
to take notes on the five themes 
and six essential elements of 
geography.
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The Six Essential Elements
The fi ve themes of geography are not the 
only system geographers use to study the 
world. They also use a system of standards 
and essential elements. Together, these 
standards and essential elements identify 
the most important ideas in the study of 
geography. These ideas are expressed in 
two lists.

The fi rst list is the national geography 
standards. This is a list of 18 basic ideas 
that are central to the study of geography. 
These standards are listed in black type on 
the chart below.

A GEOGRAPHER’S WORLD   13

The Essential Elements and Geography Standards 

The essential elements are based on the 
geography standards. Each element is a big 
idea that links several standards together. 
The six essential elements are The World in 
Spatial Terms, Places and Regions, Physical 
Systems, Human Systems, Environment 
and Society, and The Uses of Geography. 
On the chart, they are shown in purple.

Read through that list again. Do you 
see any similarities between geography’s 
six essential elements and its fi ve themes? 
You probably do. The two systems are very 
similar because the six essential elements 
build on the fi ve themes.

The World in Spatial Terms

■ How to use maps and other geo-
graphic representations, tools, and 
technologies to acquire, process, 
and report information from a 
spatial perspective

■ How to use mental maps to organize 
information about people, places, and 
environments in a spatial context

■ How to analyze the spatial organization 
of people, places, and environments 
on Earth’s surface

Places and Regions

■ The physical and human characteristics 
of places

■ How people create regions to interpret 
Earth’s complexity

■ How culture and experience influence 
people’s perceptions of places and 
regions

Physical Systems

■ The physical processes that shape the 
patterns of Earth’s surface

■ The characteristics and spatial distribu-
tion of ecosystems on Earth’s surface

Human Systems

■ The characteristics, distributions, and 
migration of human populations on 
Earth’s surface

■ The characteristics, distribution, and 
complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics

■ The patterns and networks of 
economic interdependence on 
Earth’s surface

■ The processes, patterns, and functions 
of human settlement

■ How the forces of cooperation and 
conflict among people influence the 
division and control of Earth’s surface

Environment and Society

■ How human actions modify the 
physical environment

■ How physical systems affect human 
systems

■ Changes that occur in the meaning, 
use, distribution, and importance of 
resources

The Uses of Geography

■ How to apply geography to interpret 
the past

■ How to apply geography to interpret 
the present and plan for the future

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY
element part
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H16  READING SOCIAL STUDIES

Tip #3 
Pay Attention to Vocabulary
It is no fun to read something when you don’t know what the 
words mean, but you can’t learn new words if you only use or read 
the words you already know. In this book, we know we have prob-
ably used some words you don’t know. But, we have followed a 
pattern as we have used more difficult words.

Tip #4 
Read Like a Skilled Reader
You won’t be able to climb to the top of Mount Everest if you do 
not train! If you want to make it to the top of Mount Everest then 
you must start training to climb that huge mountain.

Training is also necessary to become a good reader. You will 
never get better at reading your social studies book—or any book for 
that matter—unless you spend some time thinking about how to be 
a better reader.

• First, at the beginning of each section you 
will fi nd a list of key terms that you will 
need to know. Be on the lookout for those 
words as you read through the section. You 
will fi nd that we have defi ned those words 
right there in the paragraph where they are 
used. Look for a word that is in boldface 
with its defi nition highlighted in yellow.

• Second, when we use a word that is 
important in all classes, not just social 
studies, we defi ne it in the margin 
under the heading Academic Vocabu-
lary. You will run into these academic 
words in other textbooks, so you should 
learn what they mean while reading 
this book.
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Predict what will happen next based on 
what has already happened. When your 
predictions don’t match what happens 
in the text, re-read the confusing parts.

Question what is happening as you read. 
Constantly ask yourself why things have 
happened, what things mean, and what 
caused certain events. Jot down notes 
about the questions you can’t answer.

Summarize what you are reading fre-
quently. Do not try to summarize the 
entire chapter! Read a bit and then sum-
marize it. Then read on.

Connect what is happening in the sec-
tion you’re reading to what you have 
already read. 

Active Reading
There are three ways to read a book: You can be a turn-the-pages-no-matter-
what type of reader. These readers just keep on turning pages whether or not 
they understand what they are reading. Or, you can be a stop-watch-and-listen 
kind of reader. These readers know that if they wait long enough, someone will 
tell them what they need to know. Or, you can be an active reader. These read-
ers know that it is up to them to fi gure out what the text means. Active readers 

do the following as they read:

Skilled readers do the following:

1.  They preview what they are supposed to 
read before they actually begin reading. 
When previewing, they look for vocabu-
lary words, titles of sections, information 
in the margin, or maps or charts they 
should study.

2.  They get ready to take some notes while 
reading by dividing their notebook paper 
into two parts. They title one side “Notes 
from the Chapter” and the other side 
“Questions or Comments I Have.” 

3.  As they read, they complete their notes. 

4.  They read like active readers. The Active 
Reading list below shows you what that 
means.

5.  Finally, they use clues in the text to help 
them figure out where the text is going. 
The best clues are called signal words. 
These are words that help you identify 
chronological order, causes and effects, or 
comparisons and contrasts.

Chronological Order Signal Words: first, 
second, third, before, after, later, next, follow-
ing that, earlier, subsequently, finally

Cause and Effect Signal Words: because 
of, due to, as a result of, the reason for, there-
fore, consequently, so, basis for 

Comparison/Contrast Signal Words: 
likewise, also, as well as, similarly, on the 
other hand

Clarify your understanding. Be sure that 
you understand what you are reading 
by stopping occasionally to ask yourself 
whether you are confused by anything. 
Sometimes you might need to re-read to 
clarify. Other times you might need to 
read further and collect more informa-
tion before you can understand. Still other 
times you might need to ask the teacher 
to help you with what is confusing you.

Visualize what is happening in the text. In 
other words, try to see the events or places 
in your mind. It might help you to draw 
maps, make charts, or jot down notes 
about what you are reading as you try to 
visualize the action in the text. 
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